liners, Plastic conlainers can be used as
flower pots. Glass jars can be used to heald
uncooked rice o leflovers. There are many
possibilities; the point i5 1o look at waste as
being poientially useful.

Recycling means reprocessing waske
info new materials, so as to reduce the
number of virgin iress, minsrals and other
ravw materials that have to be exracted from
the environmenl, Hong Kong currenily
recycles much of its paper ond cluminium
cans, which are often picked out by
scovengers who sell their haul o recyclers.
Itis & dirty job, end not as simple as it seems.
Recycling is only viable if the malerial is
clean, dry and unconiominaied. Individuals
can therefore help the process clong = and
giva the scovengers a break - by separating
their waste, particularly cans and paper.
They can also help by buying recycled
products wherever possible, thereby creafing
a demand for them.

Students and schools can do their bit
by sefiing up a paper colleciion scheme in
the school and placing separate bins for
aluminium cans. Plastics and gloss cre
harder fo recycle in Hong Kong because
there is no market for collecting them and
shipping them io overseas recycling plants
— all the more reason fo reduce and reuse
mzse moterials.

*ECOFALT: It iokes 20 times more

srergy 1o make an aluminium can from its

PART (Y

raw material than to make one from a
recycled can,

Children need to leam 1o value rubbish
it we are fo olleviote the pressures that our
wastefulness is putting on the envirenment.
This is not an easy lask in o throw-oway
society such as Hong Kong, but it is an
assential one, paorticulorly as we have litle
space for building new landfills. This bock
will help teachers, and children, by
demonstroting how household weste can
be put fo good vse. Mast impartantly, we
hope it will help to raise awareness that
wisle is a valuvable resource,

FEINAL NOTE AND WARNING: The
crafis in this bock are designed to be as
envirenmentally-liendly as possible, so
products such as styrefoam and ceresal cans
are avoided. Teachers sheuld also note that
aercsal painis ore made from solvents, which
ars harmhul o healh and may couse cancer,
and may escape into the atmosphere ond
couse oir pollution. Befier o use waoterbased

painls instead, £
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